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Abstract1 
 
Agricultural development is a continuous interaction between FARMERS, EXTENSION, 
TECHNOLOGY and RESEARCH. Increasing food demand requires small scale farmers to 
intensify their production. This forces them to leave their (mainly) subsistence farming and 
enter the (capitalist) market. For successful intensification farmers need reliable and 
affordable inputs, an output market for their excess products and above all access to 
affordable credit to pay for inputs and technology. These changes require new institutions 
and a proper focus of research and extension. Scientific research by over 60 PhD students in 
the last 20 years revealed a number of persistent myths with respect to agricultural 
development in Africa which I will address in this keynote. Unravelling these myths will offer 
new challenges for agricultural development. Examples of myths related to FARMERS are: 
farmers lack technology and knowledge, farmers are economically irrational and lack market 
orientation, and NGO’s serve farmers better than the extension service. Examples of myths 
related to EXTENSION are: full farmers’ participation is needed, conservation agriculture and 
tillage are important, and collective action and innovation platforms are important. 
Examples of myths related to TECHNOLOGY are: land degradation is serious, climate change 
causes important rainfall changes, crop yields are low due to droughts. Myths related to 
RESEARCH are: more detailed physical models are needed, we can measure land 
degradation, nutrient use efficiency will remain low and small scale actions have little 
impact. We will turn each myth into new challenges for agricultural development in Africa. 
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